
Secretary of State 
STATEMENT OF NEED AND FISCAL IMPACT 

A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Hearing or a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking accompanies this form. 
 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fish Division 635 
Agency and Division  Administrative Rules Chapter Number 
 
In the Matter of:  Amendment of OAR Chapter 635, Division 007, related to commercial propagation of sturgeon. 
 
Rule Caption: (Not more than 15 words that reasonably identifies the subject matter of the agency’s intended action.) 
Adoption and Amendment of Rules for the Issuance and Management of Sturgeon Propagation Permits 
 
 
Statutory Authority:  ORS 497.252 and 498.222 
 
 
Other Authority:   
 
 
Stats. Implemented:  ORS 497.325 
 
 
Need for the Rule(s):  In response to passage of SB569 in 2007, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission is tasked with 
setting terms and conditions controlling the issue of sturgeon propagation permits appropriate to protect, perpetuate 
and enhance the sturgeon population of the Columbia River and other waters of this state.  Rules need to be adopted 
or amended as determined necessary to specify: 

1. The number of permits under this section that may be issued each calendar year; 
2. The method for allocating the permits; and 
3. The standards and criteria under which a permit must be exercised. 
4. Any additional conditions that the commission deems necessary to ensure compliance with this section. 
5. A permit issued under this section for a fish hatchery operated for commercial purposes may not authorize the 

use of green sturgeon or white sturgeon broodstock taken from the wild. 
6. The commission shall collect an annual fee of $3,000 for any permit issued under this section that allows the 

artificial propagation of green sturgeon or white sturgeon for commercial purposes. Payment of a fee under this 
subsection satisfies the payment of the fee required for a fish propagation license 

 
Documents Relied Upon, and where they are available: 
 
 1. Oregon Senate Bill 569. 
 
The above documents are available for public inspection in the Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fish Division, Third Floor, 
3406 Cherry Avenue NE, Salem, Oregon, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., on normal working days, Monday through Friday. 
 
 
Fiscal and Economic Impact, including Statement of Cost of Compliance:  See attached. 
 
 
How were small businesses involved in the development of this rule?  Department staff consulted with existing sturgeon 
growers and others in the aquaculture industry regarding proposed rule alternatives. 
 
 
Administrative Rule Advisory Committee consulted?:  Yes. 
 If not, why?:   
 
 
 
 
 
 Lance Thomson September 14, 2007 
Signature Printed name Date 
 
 
Administrative Rules Unit, Archives Division, Secretary of State, 800 Summer Street NE, Salem, Oregon 97310. ARC 925-2005 



Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement for the November 9, 2007 Hearing 
In the Matter of Rules Relating to the Commercial Aquaculture of Sturgeon 

 
 

Fiscal and economic impact:  The Oregon State Senate recently passed Senate Bill 569, which 
legalizes the commercial aquaculture of sturgeon in the state of Oregon.  Sturgeon populations 
are often distressed worldwide, so the protection of healthy wild populations of this species is of 
utmost importance.  Oregon is home to one of the last robust and healthy wild white sturgeon 
populations in the world.  The statute requires that commercial sturgeon aquaculturists obtain 
broodstock from sources other than the wild, a measure to protect wild sturgeon.  The proposed 
will affect state agencies, units of local government, and the public, respectively, as follows: 
 
A. The only state agency which should be affected by the adoption of these rules is the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).  ODFW is anticipating a need for a micro-
biologist at ¼ FTE to monitor aquaculture operations for diseases and other threats to the 
wild sturgeon population.  Staff costs are estimated to be $15,797.  Supplies, testing, and 
transportation costs are estimated to be $5,195.  The total cost anticipated to ODFW of 
monitoring commercial sturgeon aquaculture is $20,992.  ODFW also estimates that there 
will be 7 licenses sold, with the cost of $3,000 per license mandated in the statute.  Revenues 
of $21,000 are therefore anticipated to meet costs.  Measures to monitor these aquaculture 
operations are designed to minimize the threat to wild sturgeon populations.  The health of 
these populations has the potential to affect revenues to ODFW from the sale of sport fishing 
licenses and from the commercial fishery.  At this time, information is not available to 
analyze these potential effects. 
 

B. No units of local government are expected to be affected by this rule.  A change in the rule 
will result in no significant changes from the current levels of local agencies’ operations or 
expenditures. 
 

C. The public could be affected by the adoption of these rules.  Businesses that wish to raise 
sturgeon commercially will benefit financially from the sale of farm-raised sturgeon meat 
and caviar to the public after production costs are taken into account.  If wild sturgeon 
populations are successfully protected through the monitoring of sturgeon aquaculture, there 
will be no negative effect on either the commercial or recreational sturgeon fisheries. 

 
 
The rules are believed to be fully compatible with legislative direction on the goals of fish and 
wildlife management in Oregon. 
 
We do not believe that a less intrusive or less costly alternative adaptation to only small business 
is consistent with the purpose of the rule. 
 
All business affected by these rules are believed to be "small business." 
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